
NEWS 

PRAWA Calls on Nigeria Government to Integrate 
Specialised and Holistic Rehabilitation of Torture Victims 
into Nigeria’s Public Health System 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As the world marks the 30th anniversary of the UN Convention 
against torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment (CAT) which sets out this very fundamental consensus, 
the Prisoners Rehabilitation and Welfare Action (PRAWA) is using 
the occasion to call on Nigeria government to fulfill its obligation 
under the CAT by integrating specialized and holistic rehabilitation of 
torture victims into Nigeria‟s public health system. 
 
No doubt, physical and psychological torture is a common place in a 
number of State institutions in Nigeria.  Physical torture is a common 
practice in police detention facilities where for reasons of inadequate 
forensic facilities, inadequate capacity, training and oversight, the 
majority of detainees experience torture. The deteriorating conditions 
of detention in Nigeria‟s Prisons also subject many victims to 
psychological torture. “Whatever its context and whoever it may 
affect the bottom-line is that any victim of torture has a right to justice 
and reparations. There is no room for distinction between „good‟ and 
„bad‟ or „guilty‟ or ‟ innocent‟ victims”- World Organization Against 
Torture (OMCT). 
 
Unfortunately, Nigeria as a State offers no rehabilitation services to 
support victims of torture. PRAWA is one of few Civil Society Actors 
providing such services. PRAWA, which is also marking its 20th year 
anniversary this year, has overtime worked to provide treatment/
rehabilitation and support for torture victims by providing: counseling 
services to meet the psychological needs of victims of torture; 
research and advocacy on issues of torture, justice, prisons and 
security sector reform; and conducted human rights monitoring of 
detention facilities, amongst many other interventions. 
 
Torture victims need to be given their rights with real remedies. For 
further information, please find attached a Factsheet on Torture in 
Nigeria. 
 

Prison Official Describes Inmates Performance in 2014 
UTME Excellent 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
An official of the Ikoyi Prisons, Olanrewaju Bamidele, described as 
excellent the performance of inmates who wrote the just concluded 
2014 Unified Tertiary Matriculation Examination (UTME). 
 
Mr. Bamidele, a Deputy Controller of Prisons in-charge of Ikoyi 
Prisons, said in Lagos that 14 inmates wrote the JAMB‟s Computer 
Based Test on May 19. He described inmates‟ performance in the 
just concluded 2014 UTME as excellent. 11 of the 14 inmates scored 
150 and above, while two others had 148, while the remaining 
candidate scored 147. 
 
According to him, 11 of the 14 inmates scored 150 and above, while 
two others had 148, while the remaining candidate scored 147. 
 
“I am indeed happy with the performance of the inmates. In fact, it 
shows that if given an equal opportunity, the sky will be their limit. 
 
“This performance is indeed an excellent and encouraging 
performance, going by the circumstance under which they enrolled, 
prepared and sat for the examination. 
 
“It may also be of interest to know that the inmates were attempting 
this examination on the CBT platform for the first time. 
“Of this number too, only about three or four of them are convicted, 
while the rest others are awaiting trial on account of one offence or 
the other. 
 
“And with what they have done, I believe they have a lot to offer and 
must be encouraged to help reform them further, and get them 
integrated into the society to start a new life,” he said. 
Mr. Bamidele, however, appealed with the Federal Government to 
consider granting the inmates amnesty, to enable them to further 
their education. 
 
He said that before now, the public perception was that nothing good 
could ever come from the prisons. 
 
According to him, prisons are reformation centres where character 
and spiritual training programmes are carried out. 
 
He noted that aside from the normal education, skills acquisition had 
been a major way of empowering the inmates in preparation for a 
better future. 
 
“I want to appeal with the government to look into the cases of these 
inmates that achieved this feat under difficult circumstances. 
 
“What they have just done should gladden our hearts and, therefore, 
we should consider granting them amnesty so that they can further 
their education, and in return contribute to national development. 
 
“I also want to plead with the public to assist our prisons school with 
instructional materials, computers and its accessories, books, as well 
as volunteer teachers. 
 
“I know that by the time all these are in place, the inmates will do 
more than they have just done in any public or external 
examination,” he assured.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  

 

 

 

Moro, Obiano lament prison congestion in Nigeria 

 

                                                                   Nigeria Minister of Interior 

                                                                   Mr. Abba Moro 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the Federal Government was opening the Nnewi Prison in 
Anambra State on June 6, 2014, the Minister of Interior, Abba Moro 
and Governor of the state, Chief Willie Obiano lamented the level of 
prison congestions in the country, especially the preponderance of 
awaiting trial inmates now forming about 70 per cent of the inmates 
in most prisons. 

 

Moro, who spoke during the inauguration of the penal institution 
located at Umuezena, Nnewi, said the Federal Government had 
been grappling with the congestion of prisons, a reason it has been 
working hard to provide accommodation for those incarcerated 
through building more prisons. 

 

He stated that the administration of President Goodluck Jonathan 
had in furtherance of this objective built new prisons in Ikot- Ekpene 
in Akwa Ibom State, Yenagoa in Bayelsa state, Aguata in Anambra 
State and the one opened for use at Nnewi. On his part, Obiano, 
who frowned at the enormity of the problems created by prison 
congestion, said his government would construct an access road to 
the new prison, donate a bus as well as a Black Maria van for 
conveying of prisoners. 

 

“Only the real guys that we are fighting now in our Operation 
Kpochapu and that we are pulling out of the street that find their way 
into the prisons and not those who would be there for falling foul of 
the law in minor cases,” he said. 

 

Over 700 Nigerians languishing in UK prisons  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A report by the Committee on Foreign Affairs and Diaspora Matters 
at the ongoing national conference on Tuesday in Abuja disclosed 
that more than 752 Nigerians were languishing in UK jails. The 
report also said that about 700 Nigerians were also serving various 
jail terms in China, 500 in India and 96 in Indonesia out of which 23 
had been on death row. 
 
The report of the committee headed by a former Nigeria‟s 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations, Prof. Ibrahim 
Gambari, discussed how Nigerian prisoners serving outside the 
country could be repatriated home to complete their jail terms. 
 
Gambari alleged that, not long ago, the British Prime Minister, David 
Cameron, proposed that Nigerian prisoners serving jail in Britain be 
repatriated to Nigeria in a prisoner exchange programme the report 
said. 
 
It noted that while it is the duty of Nigeria to protect and defend the 
interests of its nationals wherever they are (even in prison), the 
extent to which it can engage in prisoner exchange, given the fact 
that it has its hands full even now and the state of prisons is not at 
par with international standards, is very limited. 
 
Nonetheless, the committee recommends that where it is established 
that a prisoner serving in a Fleming hail is a Nigerian, he or she 
deserves a prisoner swap or exchange, the report said. 
 
The report, however, said those willing to return home to complete 
their jail term must be screened in order to ascertain whether they 
are actually Nigerians or not. 
 

Highlights of PRAWA Legal representation for accused 
persons (Clearing House)  for the month of June 
 
Updated the Clearing House Register with case updates obtained 
from Pro bono lawyers, who attended court for the month of June, 
2014.  
 
The Clearing House register for the month of June, 2014 had 18 
court appearances for the month.  
 
Monitoring of PBL‟s attendance and activity in court for cases that 
came up in May, 2014. 
 
The Clearing House had one conviction, 2 discharges and 2 persons 
granted bail for the month of June, 2014. 
 
Adoption of 13 new cases into the Clearing House from Nsukka 
prisons and registration of 20 new pro bono lawyers from NBA 
Nsukka branch to take up the cases.   
  
Continued sensitization and creating awareness for more Pro Bono 
lawyers to join the Clearing House system. 
 
Continued collaboration with the office of the DPP on long term 
cases (5 years and above) adjourned sine die.   
 

Nigeria House of Representatives adopt report on repeal 
of Prison Act 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Members of the House of Representatives have endorsed a 
harmonised report by both legislative chambers on a bill for an Act to 
repeal the Prisons Act, 2004. 

 

The plan to repeal and re-enact the Prison Act, it was said, was to 
ensure efficient management of the prisons service in the country. 

The motion for the adoption of the harmonised report entitled, 
“Receipt and Adoption of Conference Report on a Bill for an Act, Cap 
P29 Laws of the Federation of Nigeria, 2004 and to make 
Comprehensive Provisions for the Administration of Prisons in 
Nigeria” was sponsored by Umar Bature. 

 

Bature explained to the House that “in view of the importance of the 
bill to the administration of the criminal justice, development of and 
efficient management of the prisons service in Nigeria, the prisons 
bill, 2011 was passed by the House on Thursday, June 27, 2013. 

 

He said the “the prisons bill was passed by the Senate with some 
differences and the two chambers met on Tuesday, October 15, 
2013 and endorsed the version. 

 

When the motion was put to a voice vote, it was unanimously 
endorsed by the lawmakers. 

 

PRAWA gives Legal Aid to Mrs. Toyosi Bello  

                                                                   R –L: Prosecutor, Nigeria 

                                                                 Prison Official, Toyosi Bello              

                                                                 Barr. Uchendu (PRAWA),                                             

                                                                 Ago Iwoye D.P.O., and  

                                                                  Community Lawyer                                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Uju Agomoh, Executive Director PRAWA, in one of her visits to 
the Nigeria Prison, Ogun State Command, Ijebu Ode on the 19th of 
March, 2014 met with Alhaja Toyosi Bello, who begged for legal aid. 
She portrayed herself as a human rights activist who had been 
unjustly incarcerated owing to information she shared about 
misdeeds within her community.   

 

Uju Agomoh Phd. had to assign the matter to Barr. Chinelo Uchendu 
(S & J Lagos office) and PRAWA Lagos office team, which they 
visited and interviewed Alhaja Toyosi Bello at Ijebu Ode prisons. 
Toyosi was charged with 'Conduct likely to cause breach of peace- 
(MAG/8c/2014)' at the magistrate court Ago-Iwoye. She had been on 
detention for close to one month as at that time and had been unable 
to meet the stringent bail conditions by the Magistrate. 

 

She has been in the black book of the entire Ago-Iwoye community 
which had made it difficult to have people willing to come forward as 
bail sureties. She was tagged ''proud, troublesome and oppressive 
natured''. The town feels Toyosi has been harassing them for too 
long and they are resolute to seeing that she rots in jail! 

 

Considering the sensitive nature of the case, we had to be diplomatic 
and extremely polite in speech and approach, so the community 
doesn‟t consider us a threat in anyway. It was indeed a ''difficult 
case'' and mediation seemed the best option out. Prosecutor already 
has 7 witnesses while defence had none. Full trial was to commence 
on 2nd of April so we sort ways to stall it. Mediation talks 
commenced with a visit to the Kabiyesi‟s palace and to the affected 
persons within the community. They sounded really aggrieved but 
we attempted to pacify the as much as we could. 

 

PRAWA made applications for variation of her bail conditions and 
this was granted. Unfortunately, each time the matter was adjourned 
in court, the prosecutors brought up fresh charges against the 
accused. Two additional charges –(MAG/11c/2014) and 
(MAG/16c/2014) were added up to the list of cases we had to attend 
to on behalf of Toyosi. 

 

To God glory, Charge No‟s MAG/8C/2014 and MAG/16C/2014 were 
struck out on Monday, June 9, 2014, while MAG/11C/2014 was 
struck out on Monday 16th June 2014. 

An approximate number of 10 trips were made to Ijebu ode and Ago 
Iwoye on Alhaja Toyosi Bello matter.  

 

She is now out of prison and had visited PRAWA Lagos office for 
counseling sessions on life outside prison walls.  
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This month’s newsletter focuses more on International Day in 
Support of Victims of Torture (June 26), Nigeria Prison Inmates 
Excellent Performance in UTME, and PRAWA’s legal aid to Alhaja 
Toyosi Bello. Also in our June newsletter is IRCT and other human 
right organisations comments suggesting amendments to General 
Comment No. 35 on Article 9 of the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights (ICCPR), which enshrines rights to liberty and 
freedom from arbitrary detention.. Happy reading… 
                                          

UPCOMING EVENTS 

20 Years of PRAWA’S Existence 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As part of activities to mark its 20th anniversary, PRAWA on June 
25, 2014, organised an Award / Fundraising Dinner in Enugu, where 
stakeholders gathered to celebrate with the organisation.  
 
PRAWA Deputy Director Mr. Yinka Lawal, presented the 
organisations Impacts for the past 20 years, where he encapsulated 
PRAWA interventions from the inception of the organisation in 1994 
till date, including the foray of the organisation in other countries of 
Africa. A few of the organisation‟s interventions include:  
 
•  Community Based Skills Training of Ex-prisoners (Lagos) in 1995  
•  Penal Reform (Public) Education implemented (national) in 1996  
• Alternative to Violence Project (AVP) Training of Volunteers 
(Lagos) in 1998  
• Training and Capacity Building for Prison Officers (national) 
between 1998 and 2001  
•  Family Link (bridging the gap between prisoners and their families 
and provision of communication materials for prisoners to link with 
families and production of a Family Link Information Pack (Lagos 
and Ogun) States 1998 – 2000  
• Increasing Frequency and Quality of Media Reporting on Prison 
Issues (Est. of Penal Reforms Media Network – PERMNET) (south 
east) 98 – 99  
• Research on Vulnerable Prisoners – Women, Remand, Death 
Row, Juvenile, Physically Challenged, Mentally Challenged (VAP)  
2000 – 2002  
•  Crime Prevention and Community Development Scheme (CP-CS) 
(Including Income generation and loan scheme) 2002 – 2005  
•  Promotion of Transformative Justice Models in Africa (including 
victim-offender mediation in prisons, courts and communities) 
implemented in Nigeria (Lagos), Ghana (Accra), The Gambia 
(Banjul) 2002  
•    Rehabilitation of Torture Victims 2002 – 2004  
•  Promotion on Penal Abolition and Hosting of the International 
Conference on Penal Abolition International (hosted in Lagos and 
Abuja Nigeria) 2001 – 2002  
•   Demonstration of Prison Decongestion and Re-entry (gave birth to 
Jail Delivery Process and Manual) in Enugu in 2008 -2009 (extended 
to early 2010)  
•   Torture Documentation and Redress 2008 – 2011  
•  Prison Reform Interventions in Africa (Research & Capacity 
Building for Prison officers and other stakeholders) Africa – Nigeria, 
Rwanda, Zambia, Burundi, Kenya and Democratic Rep of Congo 
2010 – 2013  
•     Research on Prison Population – Awaiting Trial Population in 
relation to other relevant indices in Enugu State 2011 – date  
•         Speeding up Criminal Justice (Enugu and Abuja) 2011 – date 
 
Dr Uju Agomoh, Executive Director PRAWA spoke on the Next 
Steps which include the need to empower our youths, stressing that 
the prisons are replete with youths, a situation she described as a 
time bomb if nothing is done to address the issue. While, A member 
of PRAWA Board, Prof. Chiso Okafor anchored the fundraising, 
where she asked the guests to be their brother‟s keeper and support 
PRAWA‟s initiatives. 
 
The highlight of the event was the presentation of award to 13 
recipients, among whom are Barr Anthony Ani (SAN), the Honorable 
Attorney General and Commissioner for Justice, Enugu State, Mrs 
Ukwuori Kalu, Controller of Prisons, Abia State Command, Barr 
Paschal Ibegbuna, Assistant Controller of Prisons and officer in-
charge, Obudu prison, Cross River State, Fr. Ambrose Ekereoku of 
CAPIO, including two media houses – Radio Nigeria Enugu and 
Dream 92.5 FM Enugu for their coverage of social impact issues.   
 
Dignitaries that graced the occasion included the chairman of 
PRAWA Board and a former deputy governor of Rivers State, Sir 
Gabriel Toby, The Hon. Attorney General and Commissioner of 
Justice, Enugu State, Barr Anthony Ani (SAN), Justice P.N. Emehelu 
who represented the chief justice of Enugu State, Mr Godwin Odo, 
component manager, Justice for All (J4A), and members of PRAWA 
Board. 
 
 
 

TRAINING 

  

PRAWA Mark United Nations (UN) International Day 
Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of activities to mark this year‟s World Day against Drug 
Abuse and Trafficking, themed „A Message of Hope, Drug Use 
Disorders are Preventable and Treatable‟ on 17th of June 2014. 

PRAWA organised five (5) live, audience participatory media 
programmes, and two talk shows - one for secondary schools 
students, and the other for undergraduates of tertiary institutions. 

The first media discourse titled „A Message of Hope: Drug Use 
Disorders are Preventable and Treatable‟ was aired on People‟s 
Forum on Dream FM, Enugu on Tuesday 17th June. The broadcast 
featured Pharm. Nonso Maduka, Program Officer, Illicit Drugs and 
Drug Abuse, PRAWA, and Dr. Gloria Njoku, a Clinical Psychologist 
and Director of Academic Planning, Godfrey Okoye University, 
Enugu. While, the second media program was aired on Lean on Me 
on Solid FM, Enugu on Sunday 22nd June and featured Pharm. 
Nonso Maduka and Mr. Emeka Onwuka, Deputy Principal Staff 
Officer, Drug Demand Reduction Dept., National Drug Law 
Enforcement Agency (NDLEA), Enugu State Command. 

The third broadcast was, again, on People‟s Forum on Dream FM, 
Enugu on Tuesday June 24th featuring Kate Ibeanusi, Head of 
Office, PRAWA Lagos, Dr. Gloria Njoku and Pharm. Nonso Maduka; 
and the fourth broadcast, was aired on View Point on Solid FM 
Enugu on June 26th had Pharm. Nonso Maduka and Dr. Gloria 
Njoku. 

The fifth broadcast was on Checkpoint on Enugu State Broadcasting 
Services Sunrise FM on June 26th featured Commander Fintan  
Bassey, Principal Staff Officer, Drug Demand Reduction NDLEA 
Enugu State Command and Pharm. Nonso Maduka. 

PRAWA also held two (2) talk shows at PRAWA Conference Hall 
hosted by Pharm. Nonso Maduka on A Message Of Hope, Drug Use 
Disorders Are Preventable And Treatable.  

The first talk show for secondary school student was held on 
Monday 23rd June and had Rev. Fr. Ikechukwu Ogara, Director 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
should include stronger provisions for torture survivors 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The IRCT and several other justice and human rights organisations 
submitted comments suggesting amendments to General Comment 
No. 35 on Article 9 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights (ICCPR), which enshrines rights to liberty and freedom from 
arbitrary detention. 
 
One particular area of concern for the IRCT and its partners is the 
lack of a strong link between Article 9 of the Covenant and Article 7, 
which prohibits the use of torture. In the submission to the UN it is 
noted that while the focus on state provided legal safeguards is 
welcome, the importance of providing these to prevent the often 
inevitable consequence of torture while in detention is not strong 
enough. 
 
“We urge the Committee to include a separate detailed stand-alone 
paragraph or paragraphs on safeguards [and] considering their very 
close links, this same paragraph should also refer to the importance 
of such safeguards for upholding the prohibition of torture and ill-
treatment,” the group notes. 
 
The IRCT and its partners also call for two additional safeguards to 
be added to the document, noting that while General Comment No. 
35 highlights the importance of allowing for prompt and regular 
access to independent medical and legal professionals, there should 
be direct reference to the contact to a relative or third party to inform 
them about any arrest, and the importance of the right to consular 
assistance. 
 
It is the view of the group that “without this safeguard, other 
safeguards, including obtaining access to an independent lawyer and 
doctor, may be illusory.” 
 
The comments on the Covenant also address life imprisonment 
sentences, conditions of detention, and the detention of vulnerable 
prisoners including torture survivors – detention which can have 
“widespread and seriously damaging effects on the mental (and 
sometimes physical) health of those incarcerated.” 
 

New report from IRCT member shows rape is used as a 
weapon of torture throughout prisons in the Congo 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rape is routinely used by state officials in the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo to torture politically active women, according to a new 
report from IRCT member Freedom from Torture. 
 
The report Rape as Torture in the DRC: Sexual Violence Beyond the 
Conflict Zone collates evidence from 34 medical reports to highlight 
how rape, including repeated rape and gang rape, is being used by 
state security forces in prisons across the country to stop women 
speaking out about politics, human rights and, in some cases, rape 
itself. 
 
UK-based Freedom From Torture warn that next week‟s Global 
Summit to End Sexual Violence in Conflict – part of the UK 
Government‟s Preventing Sexual Violence in Conflict Initiative – may 
not be broad enough to tackle the situation in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (DRC) where sexual violence is used as a 
weapon of torture even outside conflict zones. 
 
The 34 survivors documented in this report include the young and 
old, traders and university graduates, and mothers and wives. Many 
of the cases came from the country‟s capital, Kinshasa. In almost 
every case the women were involved in political or human rights 
campaigning. All but one of the women were raped on multiple 
occasions, and all tortured in other ways such as being burned on 
their genitals and breasts with cigarettes, or cut with knives. 
 
In more than half of the cases examined, the women were gang 
raped with some instances involving up to ten rapists. In one case a 
medical evaluation documented 68 scars attributable to torture, 56 of 
which were caused by one particular incidence of gang rape. 
 
“Their rape is clearly persecutory,” says Dr Juliet Cohen, Head of 
Doctors at Freedom from Torture. “The brutal and repeated sexual 
violence these women experience while being held in state facilities 
is a deliberate attempt to humiliate, punish and control not only these 
individuals, but also the whole group to which they belong.  
 
“This evidence of persecutory rape is deeply disturbing and must not 
be excluded from ongoing discussions around sexual violence in the 
DRC. The government has a responsibility to protect detainees in its 
custody, and it is clearly failing in that duty,” says Dr Cohen. 
 
 The DRC is a signatory to the UN Convention Against Torture 
(UNCAT) and the associated Optional Protocol. However it has not a 
adhered to its reporting duties since 2005, therefore the anti-torture 
obligations under the Convention – such as the establishment of a 
national body for the prevention of torture - have no guarantee of 
being fulfilled. 
 
While DRC is just one country in focus, rape and sexual abuse is 
widespread and has been used as a weapon of war and torture in 
more than 100 armed conflicts between 1989 and 1997. 
 
“Gladly, through our grants program we have been able to reach out 
to some of these women. Our partners in the most affected regions, 
including the Democratic Republic of the Congo, have been offering 
the victims of sexual violence and torture services ranging from 
holistic psycho-social rehabilitation to livelihood programmes. 
 
“However, in Congo, as the report from our member Freedom from 
Torture shockingly highlights, and in many other parts of the world, 
this problem needs urgent measures and further support,” says 
Victor Madrigal-Borloz, IRCT Secretary-General. 
 
The IRCT joins its member Freedom from Torture in calling for the 
government of the DRC to fulfil its obligations under these treaties, 
and for the creation of a national body for the prevention of torture 
that can undertake regular visits to detention facilities and ensure 
perpetrators are brought to justice. 
 

Burundian president pardons 3,000 convicts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Burundian President Pierre Nkurunziza on Monday pardoned 3,000 
convicts on the occasion of the country‟s independence anniversary. 
 
“We seize the opportunity of the celebration of Burundi‟s 52nd 
anniversary to pardon 3,000 inmates,” said the president in a 
message to the nation. 
 
The amnesty does not include inmates who had been pardoned 
before but were sent back to prison for new offenses. 
 
Burundian Supreme Court Secretary-General Agnes Bangiricenge 
said at least 8,085 people are currently detained in various prisons 
throughout the country. 
 
Burundi won independence from Belgium on July 1, 1962. 
 

Avocats Sans Frontières France condemns impunity, calls 
for a united stance against torture as an institutional tool 
 
                                                     LAWYERS WITHOUT BORDERS 
 
 
 
 
 
“Evidence from torture may be considered completely untrustworthy” 
Aristotle 
 
Torture has been referred to as one of the hidden crimes of the 
world, not because people are unaware of its existence but because 
of the very nature of the place it often takes place and the people 
who perpetrate the act. 
 
Statistics show that the inhumane and degrading acts of torture that 
take place in over ninety percent of countries around the world are 
committed by public officials or individuals acting in official capacity. 
 
On this international day in support of victims of torture, Avocats 
Sans Frontieres France (ASF France) joins the crescendo of voices 
speaking out against torture and the impunity associated with acts of 
torture. The mission of ASF France is to give disadvantaged citizens 
the protection of the law through the provision free legal services to 
victims of torture by filing for the enforcement of their rights using the 
fundamental human rights enforcement procedure rules of 2009. 
 
ASF France through its project, promoting the United Nations 
convention against torture (ProCAT), has handled several successful 
cases of torture in Nigeria since 2009. Perpetrators of acts of torture 
are held accountable by ASF France through the enforcement of 
rights of victims of torture by ASF pro bono lawyers in the three 
target states of the project: Enugu, Plateau and Kaduna. 
 
Beneficiaries of ASF France, Mr Shehu Adamu of Kaduna state and 
Mr Ngang Gong of Plateau state both had their fundamental human 
rights enforced before the state‟s high court when declarations were 
made to the effect that their rights had been violated through acts of 
torture. 
 
The courts ruled that torture was a violation of laws contained in 
regional and international instruments. Damages worth N200, 000 
and N1, 000,000 were awarded to both victims respectively. 
 
The case of Mr Chuckwunonso Aniagbogu in Enugu is currently 
being handled by ASF France. Chuckwunonso was arrested in 2010 
for kidnapping and despite pleas of innocence was detained and at 
different intervals, shot three times in his right leg and denied medical 
attention each time. 
 
ASF France condemns the use of torture as a state tool for 
investigations and encourages stakeholders and officials in the 
justice system to unite against this crime. 
 
The ProCAT project is funded by the United Nations Funds for 
Victims of Torture. 
 

Being Patient Provides Peace - A Torture Victim Story 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When I was still young, my parents used to tell us how our family had 
been deported by the government from Ruhengeri to Nyamata in 
1959, when massacres based on ethnic conflicts happened for the 
first time in Rwanda. My father also told us that the whole region of 
Bugesera had been a forest and that there were many animals there. 
Most of my relatives who had been forced into the forest by the 
government at that time died due to a sleeping sickness caused by 
tsetse flies. In 1965, six years after my family had been displaced 
and forced to live in what is currently known as Bugesera District, I 
was born. 
 
The hardships that Tutsis faced when they were first brought to 
Bugesera continued. When I was only eight years old I observed it 
with my own eyes. In 1973, as we were coming home from school, I 
saw people burning houses on the side of Gitarama. Many people 
from there took refuge in Bugesera. Even though the 1973 war 
calmed down at one point, the unfairness towards Tutsis continued, 
especially in schools. 
 
Because of this, I stopped my studies after completing primary 
school. I have good memories of the period before the genocide, 
being with my parents and siblings. My life changed during the 1994 
genocide, during which I saw many people die. My parents and 
seven of my siblings were killed in that time. 
 
In the period following the genocide, I sometimes felt very lonely 
because I had no one to talk to. The genocide took my peers and 
neighbours. No one from my extended family escaped. Before the 
genocide happened, I never thought that it could happen as it did. 
What surprised me was the wickedness with which it was performed. 
On April 6, on the night of the death of President Habyarimana, we 
observed some of our Hutu neighbours change their behaviour. 
 
That same night, they started burning Tutsi houses. Our father, who 
was an old man, told us that our lives were finished. We did not know 
what he meant by this. Over the next few days he ordered us to 
spend the nights in the bush and come back home in the morning. 
After only two days, young Interahamwe started slashing the cows of 
Tutsis with knives and machetes and eating them, and beating up 
Tutsis. On the other side of our sector, houses were burning. 
 
On the morning of April 8, we saw crowds of Interahamwe led by an 
ADEPR pastor, approaching our neighbourhood. We ran away 
towards Ntarama, because there were many Tutsis living there 
compared to other parts of Bugesera. On the way to Ntarama, we 
jumped over dead bodies of people who had been killed. I separated 
from my siblings and parents on that day as I was trying to find a 
place to hide and save myself. 
 
After I separated from them, I continued on my way, together with my 
little sister who was ten years old. Our first stop was Ntarama primary 
school. We stayed there for three days. On April 12 the Interahamwe 
attacked us, which made us seek refuge in Ntarama Catholic Church. 
Three days later, on April 15, we saw a bus full of civilians and 
soldiers coming to the church to kill. The Interahamwe killed all of the 
men. The women and children who survived the ordeal went back to 
Ntarama primary school. There we also found that many people had 
been killed. The Interahamwe had changed their attitude, looking 
more angry and gloomy than before, so we thought that if we stayed 
in the school they would also kill us. Because we had nowhere else 
to go, we spent two weeks hiding in the bush.  
 
When the Interahamwe started to burn the bush, we left towards the 
swamp, where we hid for two months. The Interahamwe tried to set 
fire to the swamp grass in order to burn us, but they did not succeed; 
all of the grass was burned, but the places where people were sitting 
were not affected by the fire. Next, they threw grenades at these 
places, but they did not injure us because the swamp was full of 
water. They then entered the swamp themselves 
and slaughtered many men and young boys, while women became 
the sex slaves of the pitiless men. What I faced while hiding in the 
swamp is not something to be told. They raped me in whatever way 
they wanted, and as a consequence I am still feeling the freshness of 
the wounds they inflicted on me.  
 
But throughout my life I have not wanted to talk about the rape. In my 
experience, they killed me, even though I am still standing. I do not 
remember the faces of the rapists, maybe because I had lost 
consciousness as they degraded me. Most of them were not from our 
neighbourhood, but they were brought by people who did know us. If 
I had been raped without also being infected with HIV, the 
experience would have been less severe. What shattered my heart 
most is that I contracted HIV because of the rape I endured. 
 
After being saved from the swamp by Inkotanyi, I lived in Nyamata 
town together with my sister and my nieces. I only learned about my 
seropositive status one year before my husband died in 2006. I 
married him in 1996 and gave birth to our first child in the same year. 
Our second child was born in 1998 and was infected with HIV, 
though I was not aware of it at the time. In 2001, I gave birth to 
another child, who was also HIV positive. I do not know whether they 
got infected during birth or during the breastfeeding period. In 2005, I 
became ill. I went for voluntary counselling and testing for HIV and 
received HIV positive results. After receiving this result, I was very 
sad. A year later, my husband died. Since then my children started 
falling ill, and I led an unpromising life. Even though I had no job, 
different people helped me take my children and myself to the 
hospital. Since then I take 
antiretroviral treatment. My husband died before becoming aware of 
what had happened to me. During the whole period of my sickness, 
there was nobody from my family or from my husband‟s family who 
could support me, because they were all killed during the genocide. 
 
I now earn some money to survive when I sell the harvest from our 
fields or from renting my parents‟ fields to others. When I am very 
sick, the mutual health insurance given by FARG helps me get 
almost free healthcare. The same government fund provided me with 
metal sheets for rebuilding my own house. After a few years, I heard 
about the Rwanda Women‟s Network and I attended counselling 
provided by them. I sometimes also get medical care from there. Due 
to the poverty I experienced after the death of my husband, my state 
of health continued to be weak, so the organization Ibyiringiro bishya 
(New Hope) also supported me. But still, there is no support for my 
children. Because of my HIV status and other genocide-related 
problems, I became so traumatized that I went to the hospital and 
spent a couple of days being hospitalized. 
 
I was deeply wounded by my seropositive status and being a widow 
without any relatives around to talk to. When I was feeling 
depressed, the Rwanda Women‟s Network provided me with 
counselling. Thanks to this counselling I became able and willing to 
work, whereas I was not interested in working before. 
 
While I was in the process of gaining back hope to survive, Gacaca 
reopened my wounds. Gacaca courts should normally facilitate the 
process of reconciliation and holding perpetrators accountable for 
their deeds. However, for me Gacaca was a source of more grief 
instead of happiness. Up to now, I have not buried my closest family 
members because I do not know where to find the bones that remain 
of their bodies. This also makes me feel very sad. They were killed in 
Gitarama and I do not know whom  to denounce. Because 
participating in Gacaca was obligatory, I participated in Nyamata, in 
this way avoiding being exposed to Gacaca in my region of origin. I 
only participated once in Gacaca, and hated the 
courts.  
 
The first reason is that the looters of our properties did not accept 
that they had ransacked them, while I am sure that they took our 
belongings. They said that we had nothing at home, that we just have 
a desire for property, which is not true. The fact that those who are 
guilty did not want to accept the sins they committed, as well as their 
responses and the language they used, traumatized me. Thus, I did 
not participate in Gacaca anymore and also will not do so in the near 
future, because the value of property is less than the value of the 
brothers and sisters I lost during the genocide. 
 
Regarding Gacaca as justice, personally, it did not achieve what I 
was expecting from it. Justice has only partly been done. For 
example, the killers of those relatives I buried are already released 
and freely walking around. We regularly come across each other in 
the street. I do not understand how setting  a killer free, if he accepts 
what he did, is full justice. What is the importance of testifying against 
a perpetrator if his punishment will be to be released from jail? I did 
not share the rape with anybody before because this kind of story is 
unspeakable. I did not even talk about it with my sister, because I did 
not want to traumatize her for the second time. I sometimes feel that 
this story is beyond my comprehension. 
 
For this reason, I feel that the perpetrators having been set free 
means that I will be dead before rape-related justice in my case will 
be done. The first time I disclosed my story about the rape was in 
sociotherapy. I did not expect anything from sociotherapy, because it 
was the first time I had heard about it in my neighbourhood. The 
problems I had before I joined sociotherapy were life- and sickness-
related problems. I could not share these problems with anyone; 
instead I was always silent. After joining sociotherapy I became 
happy, as I could chat with my sociotherapy colleagues. Before, I felt 
that my problems were mine and there was no reason to share them 
with others. But talking and chatting with others changed my life. I 
was motivated to talk in sociotherapy, rather than to my friends, 
because of the training and counselling I had benefitted from before.  
 
After joining sociotherapy, I freely shared with others the story of my 
life, the life of my children, and the HIV infection that made my life 
even more difficult. As I participated in two different groups of 
sociotherapy, each group helped me in its own way. The first group I 
attended enabled me to talk about the death of my loved ones, while 
the second group allowed me to talk about my suffering from HIV as 
a result of the rape I faced. However, even if I was discussing my 
problems with my sociotherapy colleagues, I never explicitlrelated to 
rape. I kept thinking that I had to keep the rape a secret and carry the 
burden myself.  
 
Sociotherapy helped me to be patient and thus give peace to others 
and to myself. What I liked about sociotherapy was meeting people 
who could understand my worries and anguish. My laziness 
disappeared. Before, I felt down and like I could not do anything, 
wondering why I should work at all. In sociotherapy I regained 
strength, which helped me continue working and look after my 
children – three of my own and two adopted. Group members 
encouraged me to work.  
 
My relationships with others also changed during the sociotherapy 
process; before joining, I hated everybody and used to insult them. 
Since participating in sociotherapy, my behaviour has changed. I now 
communicate with everybody, including my neighbours. Having taken 
the step towards a sense of care and safety helped me recover 
peace in my own heart. I had lost trust because of my problems, but 
because of sociotherapy I regained patience and trust. The result is 
that I can now also give peace to others, including those who do not 
want to cooperate with me. I usually experienced ihahamuka each  
year, especially during the month of April, which is the time to wash 
the remaining bones of genocide victims. I used to suffer from 
constant headaches, loss of consciousness, weeping and hearing 
drums playing in my head throughout this genocide commemoration 
period. But during the 2012 commemoration period that followed my 
completion of fifteen sociotherapy sessions I did not experience any 
ihahamuka.  
 
It is for this reason that I wish that this story of my life and the other 
stories that were also collected will be read by many people, 
including my children. Hearing what presented my HIV positive status 
as being happened to us only as a history lesson in general is not 
enough to really understand. I hope these detailed stories will help 
the readers know more. 
 
Despite all of the good things that have happened to me lately, I am 
always worried about my children. A major issue is where to find the 
funds to pay for their school fees. Secondly, feeding five children is 
problematic. Above all of these problems, the psychological problem 
my niece suffers from as a result of the heavy blows she received 
during the genocide worry me, as this sickness becomes worse day 
after day. But still, I hope that my future will be good, because I trust 
in God and God is good. 
 
I would like to inform all of those who read my story that after having 
been degraded and deprived of human rights as a human and as a 
woman, after having felt like I was being killed, after a life 
characterized by darkness, after losing my senses and living with a 
troubled mind, after lacking safety, life can still continue. I say that 
any person can move from darkness towards light if they want, and if 
they are supported by the will of God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"I urge States that have not yet done so to 
ratify the Convention against Torture, which 
this year marks 30 years since its adoption.   
As we honour the victims on this International 
Day, let us pledge to strengthen our efforts to 
eradicate this heinous practice."                                   
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 

 
Commissioning of  Witness Support Unit At The High 
Court of Justice Enugu State, Nigeria 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Witness Support Unit (WSU) was on Wednesday 25 June, 2014, 
commissioned at the Enugu State High Court by Prisoners 
Rehabilitation and Welfare Action (PRAWA) in partnership with 
Enugu State Ministry of Justice, Enugu State Judiciary, and Enugu 
State Justice Reform Team (ESJRT) and with the support of the UK‟s 
Department for International Development (DFID) under the Justice 
for All (J4A) programme on Speeding up Criminal Justice for 
Awaiting Trial Persons in Enugu State.  
 
The establishment of the Witness Support Unit is geared towards 
improving the quality and availability of information and support 
services for court witnesses, and also to facilitate the provision of 
care and direct support services to vulnerable witnesses. The 
essence of this project is to enhance witness attendance to court, 
given that a significant cause of delays in the criminal justice process 
is the non-attendance of witness to give evidence in court. The 
process ensures the safety and performance of witnesses in court. 
This is actually to facilitate an easy way of making witnesses relax 
and stop being afraid to testify.   
 
In attendance at the epoch-making event included the Attorney 
General of Enugu State, Barr Anthony Ani (SAN), senior magistrates, 
police officers, prison officers, and Justice P.N Emehelu who 
represented the Chief Judge of Enugu State, and members of the 
PRAWA Board, including the chairman, His Excellency Sir Gabriel 
Toby, Dr Fidelis Nde-Che, Prof. Chiso Okafor and the immediate 
former Controller-General of Prisons, Olusola Ogundipe.  
 
In his welcome address, the Honorable Attorney General and 
Commissioner for Justice, Barr Anthony Ani (SAN) noted that 
“Evidence is the pad that carries the law and without these witnesses 
there is no case.” He stressed that lack of knowledge is the reason 
why witnesses are afraid to testify; and urged J4A to continue with 
their good work. Concluding, he emphasized the urgent need for a 
Bail Information Centre (BIC) and made a case for effective 
investigation and evidence. 
 
His Excellency Sir Gabriel Toby, chairman of PRAWA Governing 
Board who gave the special remarks and a brief on the 
commissioning of Witness Support Unit (WSU), also pointed out that 
PRAWA‟s credibility made the establishment of the WSU possible. 
 
The Executive Director of PRAWA, Dr. (Mrs.) Uju Agomoh, while 

commenting on the objectives and structure of the Witness Support 

Unit (WSU) commended the Chief Judge of the state and the 

Honorable Attorney General for their support and gave a rundown of 

activities of the Unit. She stressed on the importance of ensuring that 

witnesses are trained in any language they speak, and disclosed that 

a database of volunteer interpreters would be created to serve 

witnesses of diverse languages. 

PUBLICATION 

 Manual on Human Rights Training and Torture 
Prevention for the Police 
 

Written by PRAWA 
To Download (41 MB, PDF) Click: 
 

Many more publications and documentary are coming up soonest for 

download or watch. 

World Pre-trial/Remand Imprisonment List                      

(second edition) Written by Roy Walmsley                                                                             

To Download (115 KB, PDF) Click: 

FACTSHEET: United Nations International Day In 

Support of Victims of Torture                                                   
Written by PRAWA 

All PRAWA publications are available for download at the PRAWA 

website http://www.prawa.org/ 

Contact: communication@prawa.org. 
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